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than, instead of resisting Russia's ambitions with more
energy, Austria and England proceeded to grant almost
everything that Alexander had been vainly demanding for
four months. Wherein lay the explanation for this paradox
to which the historians of the Congress have paid so little
heed? Was it necessary to make a Triple Alliance in order
to capitulate? Castlereagh and Metternich, that is, Francis
I, whose wishes Metternich was carrying out, both pre-
ferred a bad peace to war. Neither one had ever seriously
considered waging war over a few fragments of the Duchy
of Warsaw. As Talleyrand had said to Castlereagh, Europe
could only have taken up arms again in order to recon-
stitute ancient Poland; which meant nothing less than
thrusting Russia back into the almost Asiatic isolation
from which she had emerged twenty years before; ex-
pelling her from Europe just after her rather unexpected
and enigmatic intervention had made possible the re-
establishment of the European system destroyed by the
Revolution. Neither England nor Austria desired any
such adventure. But then why and against whom had the
treaty of January 3 been concluded? Against the ambi-
tions of the Russia of the futu're, enlarged by the Duchy
of Warsaw. The English and the Austrians were very
much afraid of the future King of Poland turning into a
second Napoleon. On January 3, with the new alliance
signed, the Hofburg and the English Embassy felt more
at ease. Austria and England would no longer be alone if
Russia tried to take advantage of her strength; therefore
it was possible to satisfy her demands without too much
risk, and extricate the Congress from the Polish impasse.1
For it was an impasse; it was obvious that Alexander was
ready to run any risk rather than give up the Duchy of
Warsaw.
But all these fears were imaginary; the history of the
nineteenth century has made it clear. History was to bear
out Pozzo di Borgo, who had considered the Kingdom of
Poland to be an illusion, since the same sovereign .could